A CAPSTONE to

ENGLISH LIT
A LITERARY PILGRIMAGE TO GREAT BRITAIN

A graduating senior
reflects on his
experience of the
‘Living Classroom’
in Great Britain
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T

his summer, a group of Moeller students embarked on the literary journey of a
lifetime. I was fortunate to be among this group of pilgrims, the third studentgroup in the past four years since the foundation of the British Lit Trip by English
and journalism teacher Michael Rose, a former resident of London in the 1990s.
This year, 19 juniors and recently graduated seniors sampled the bustling life of
London, the academic atmosphere of Oxford, and the tranquil English countryside,
following in the footsteps of some of the giants of English literature.
By presenting an opportunity to experience firsthand the settings of some of the
novels and plays studied in Moeller’s English classes, this brief sojourn to southern
England offered a fitting conclusion to Rose’s A.P. English Literature and Composition
class. Students quickly found themselves engaged in the overwhelming
activity of Piccadilly Circus which Bram Stoker deemed a suitable hunting
ground for Dracula, in the tranquil breeze of Winchester where Jane Austen
is buried, and in the shadow of Shakespeare’s grave in Stratford-upon-Avon.
The adventures commenced with a landing at Heathrow Airport which,
with regards to George Orwell’s 1984, reminds Moeller’s astute readers as
to why Great Britain was regarded as “Airstrip One” in the dystopian realm
of Oceania. Then, following a brief spell on the London underground, the
students found themselves actively participating in Stoker’s Dracula within
the heart of Piccadilly Circus in the capital’s West End theatre district. It
was here Moeller students took in the long-running play
The 39 Steps, based on the John Buchan novel Alfred
Hitchcock immortalized in film.
The group took in the sights, sounds, and
performance of King John at Shakespeare’s Globe theater,
a reconstruction of the original and a stone’s throw
from the famous Tabard Inn, where Chaucer’s pilgrims
gathered to begin their trek to Canterbury.
A day later, Moeller students were thrust into
the quiet opulence of the medieval cathedral in
Winchester which, aside from housing Jane Austen’s
grave, was also the inspiration for the iconic 1977
Crosby, Stills, and Nash song “Winchester Cathedral.”
Following the tour of Winchester, the Men of
Moeller travelled to the city of Bath, home to the
ancient Roman baths. Like the Romans before them, modern day
tourists took in the serene countryside while admiring the peculiarly warm English
spring water which filled the baths. The town of Bath was alluded to in the form of
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the Wife of Bath, a character from The
Canterbury Tales who contributes to the
anthology herself with a retelling of the
famous Arthurian tale that poses the
question, “What do women most desire?”
The group’s literary pilgrimage
continued with a trip to the birthplace
of Shakespeare in Stratford-upon-Avon.
There, we saw the final resting place
of England’s great playwright, as well
as the streets and river which served
as inspiration for many great plays.
Shakespeare’s original house still stands
in the heart of the town and is now a
museum commemorating his life and
work.
As the trip advanced, Moeller students
were treated to the scholarly atmosphere
of Oxford and its esteemed university.
Founded in 1231, the University of Oxford
has housed some of greatest literary
and intellectually gifted members of the
English-speaking world. While on campus,
the travelers were able to visit the fabled
Eagle and Child pub which holds the
honor of being the haunt of C.S. Lewis,
J.R.R. Tolkien, and other members of The
Inklings, a famous literary group that met

regularly in the early
decades of the 20th
century.
Then, in the evening,
the group returned to
central London for an eerie
Jack the Ripper tour which
explored the Victorian era’s
goriest episode.
In its entirety, the trip was a
moment where the classroom most vividly
spills into day-to-day life; where literature
is truly seen as another dimension of
reality as it begins to pulse and breathe like
a living organism via imagination. An apt
example of this living classroom occurred
when, on the Jack Ripper tour, the witty
Scottish guide asked participants to tap
into their imaginations and see London as
it may have been in the nineteenth century.
For it was only after envisioning London
under the veil of smog and impenetrable
darkness that one could faintly envision
the panic and mayhem that ensued as a
result of the unidentifiable Jack; or, on a
much lighter and less macabre note, enter
through the doors of a seemingly mundane
pub and into the fantasies of C.S. Lewis
and J.R.R. Tolkien.
In conjunction with an opportunity to
experience English literature and another
culture firsthand, the trip also provided
an occasion for the Moeller brotherhood
to flourish. On the final day of the trip,
students were able to enjoy Mass in the
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stunning Brompton Oratory, founded by
the famous Catholic convert Cardinal John
Henry Newman.
The Sunday Mass was an opportunity
to further the bonds students hold at
Moeller, while also shortening the gap
between America and England by — with
regards to culture and religion — making
the Atlantic seem more like the “ambitious
pond” it is sometimes joked to be.
When one finds himself in a locale
with such a propensity of history, the
past invariably bleeds into the present,
resulting in a vague aura of timelessness;
and timelessness is, to be candid, the
quintessence of Moeller’s brotherhood.
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