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Exam 
Prompts… 

1. Analyze and describe what Aimée Thanatogenos’s dependence on advice from Guru 

Brahmin reveals about her as a character.  What does this show about her mental state? 

2. What does Waugh’s style reveal about his attitude towards the people he describes?  How 

may this apply to his view of humanity as a whole? 

3. Discuss the way in which characters’ names in The Loved One add to Waugh’s satire, 

characterization, and the overall theme of the novel.  Focus specifically on Aimée 

Thanatogenos and Mr. Joyboy. 

4. Waugh uses satire to point out human shortcomings.  Discuss how Waugh dramatizes 

human follies and vices to make social commentary in The Loved One. 

5. Analyze Aimée Thanatogenos’s internal conflict stemming from her two very different 

affections for Dennis Barlow and Mr. Joyboy. Why does she feel love for each man, and 

how is her love for each different? 

6. How does Dennis Barlow’s work at the Happier Hunting Ground pet cemetery compare 

to Aimée and Mr. Joyboy’s work at Whispering Glades, and how does the relation 

between these jobs enrich the story? 

Quotations…  

1. “Find something, Barlow.  Just some little personal scrap. Write it yourself if necessary.  

I expect you know his style.  And, I say, come to think of it, you’re a poet.   Don’t you 

think this is just the time to write something about the old Frank? Something I can recite 

at the graveside, you know. After all, damn it, you owe it to him- and to us. It isn’t much 

to ask. We’re doing all the donkey work.” (pg 55) 

2. “I’d gladly come for nothing only one has to eat and the Dreamer insists on our being 

turned out nicely.  It’s only in the last year that I’ve come to really love the work.  Before 

that I was just glad to serve people that couldn’t talk.” (pg 83) 

3. “Miss Thanatogenos, for you the loved ones just naturally smile. […] It’s true, Miss 

Thanatogenos.  It seems I am just powerless to prevent it.” (pg 60) 

4. “Mr. Parks, I must ask you to remember you are not at the Happier Hunting Ground.” (pg 

84) 

5. “Why, honey-baby, I couldn’t leave Mom the very evening her new bird arrived, could I? 

How would she feel? It’s a big evening for Mom honey-baby. I have to be here with her.” 

(pg 128) 

6. “Just say the cosmetician of the Orchid Room […] No name is necessary.” 

7. “Miss del Pablo has been a particular protégée of mine from the first.  I remember the day 

she arrived.  Poor Leo bought her for her eyes. […] I named her. I made her an antifascist 

refugee.” 
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8. “Dennis, why is all the poetry you know so coarse? And you talking of being a pastor. 

(pg 111) 

9. “I’ve always been artistic. I took Art at college as my second subject one semester. I’d 

have majored in it only Dad lost his money in religion so I had to learn a trade.” (pg 80) 

10. “Secondly, to explain the disappearance. Miss Thanatogenos had few acquaintances and 

no relations. She disappeared on the eve of her wedding.  What could be more plausible 

than that her natural good taste triumphed at the last moment and she should have eloped 

with her earlier lover?” (pg 143) 

Multiple Choice…  

Passage 1: 

 [Sir Ambrose said] “Go home, my dear boy. That is your proper place.” 

 “As a matter of fact,” said Dennis, “things have rather changed with me since that 

announcement was written. The Call I heard has grown fainter.” 

 “Capital,” said Sir Ambrose. 

 “But there are certain practical difficulties. I have invested all my small savings in my 

theological studies.” 

 “I expected something of the kind. That is where the Cricket Club comes in.  I hope the 

time will never come when we are not ready to help a fellow-countryman in difficulties.  We had 

a committee meeting last night and your name was mentioned.  There was complete agreement. 

To put it in a nutshell, my boy, we will send you home.” 

 

Questions… 

1. In what way does Dennis use a figure of speech in this passage? 

a. He uses a simile when he says he has invested his savings in theological studies. 

b. He speaks metaphorically when saying that the Call he heard has grown fainter. 

c. He uses imagery when speaking of the “announcement”. 

d. He uses litotes when he says “things have rather changed”. 

e. He exaggerates when he says there are “practical difficulties” involved with 

becoming a preacher. 

2. What is the Cricket Club’s true (and implicit) motive for sending Dennis home? 

a. They want him to be happy and know he will only be happy in England. 

b. They want him to join the British military because he is young and able-bodied. 

c. They feel that his presence in America harms their reputation. 
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d. They believe that his poetry is too good for America and will only be appreciated 

in England. 

e. They want to help him escape persecution in America. 

 

3. What is the most likely reason that Barlow says the “Call” to ministry has grown fainter? 

a. He no longer has secular motivation to become a minister. 

b. He has converted to Buddhism since experiencing the Call 

c. He has found out that Mr. Joyboy is also training to be a minister and does not 

want to enter the profession with him. 

d. He actually had a spiritual Call to ministry but God has changed His mind and 

taken the call back. 

e. He realizes that his heart is not in ministry even though he thought it was before. 

4. What do Dennis’s “practical difficulties” with returning home come down to in a word? 

a. Faith 

b. Love 

c. Pride 

d. Commitment 

e. Money 

5. What is the Cricket Club’s stated (explicit) reason for sending Dennis home? 

a. They always want to help their fellow countrymen out. 

b. It would hurt them to see Dennis become a minister because he doesn’t really 

believe in what he is preaching. 

c. Dennis is potentially going to be killed if he stays in America. 

d. They owe Dennis a favor. 

e. It was Sir Francis Hinsley’s wish that Dennis return home and tell everyone about 

his death. 

6. Why is Dennis most likely a topic of conversation at the Cricket Club’s meeting? 

a. They have heard that Aimée died and are wondering how he is doing 

b. They received a note from his parents asking about his life in America. 

c. Dennis’s presence is embarrassing them and they brainstorm on how to get him 

out of America. 

d. They get word of a plot to kill him and they are concerned. 

e. They are discussing poetry and his name is brought up as a great poet. 

Passage #2 

“’The Joyboy parrot?’ [Dennis said], ‘Yes. I think I can explain that.  Mr. Joyboy would have an 

open casket.  I advised against it and, after all, I knew. I’d studied the business.  An open casket 

is all right for dogs and cats who lie down and curl up naturally. But parrots don’t. They looked 

absurd with the head on a pillow.  But I came up against a blank wall of snobbery. What was 

done in Whispering Glades must be done at the Happier Hunting Ground.  Or do you think that 
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the whole thing was a frame-up? I believe that the sanctimonious pest wanted the poor parrot to 

look absurd so as to lower me in your eyes?” 

 

Questions… 

1. Who is Dennis speaking to? That is, in whose eyes would Joyboy wish to lower Dennis? 

a. Sir Ambrose Abercrombie 

b. Sir Francis Hinsley 

c. Aimée Thanatogenos 

d. Juanita del Pablo 

e. Miss Myra Poski 

2. What is Dennis’s stated (explicit) reason for wanting an open casket? 

a. His mother wants to touch her parrot’s feathers for one last time. 

b. There are open caskets at Whispering Glades so they have to do the same thing at 

the Happier Hunting Grounds. 

c. The parrot is a beautiful bird and should be shown for all to see. 

d. He thinks that the parrot’s corpse might repeat what the funeral goers are saying if 

only it can hear them. 

e. The casket he chose cannot be presented closed as it would not look right that 

way. 

3. Why does Barlow most likely encounter a “blank wall of snobbery” as opposed to a 

polite refusal of advice? That is, why was Joyboy rude to Dennis? 

a. Joyboy dislikes Dennis because of a rivalry they are in. 

b. Joyboy has a naturally rude disposition. 

c. Joyboy was in a hurry and did not have time to argue over details of the funeral 

d. Joyboy was uneasy because he killed the parrot and didn’t want to talk too much. 

e. Joyboy did not like the parrot and he thought it was silly to be planning a funeral. 

4. Why is Barlow trying to justify the parrot funeral in the first place? In other words, why 

is he even saying this? 

a. His boss at the Happier Hunting Ground is upset with the bad funeral and he is 

trying to explain himself. 

b. Joyboy’s mother is angry with him for making her parrot look bad. 

c. The spirit of the parrot is haunting him for giving a bad funeral. 

d. Ambrose Abercrombie is scolding him for doing such a thing as a Brit. 

e. Aimée Thanatogenos saw the funeral and is appalled by Dennis’s work. 

5. Why does Dennis think that Joyboy might have set him up? 

a. Dennis is paranoid and thinks everyone is out to get him. 

b. Joyboy has a legitimate motive to have set Dennis up. 

c. Dennis has actually set Joyboy up and wants to frame Joyboy to justify his cause 

for it. 
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d. Dennis wants to lower Joyboy in Aimée’s eyes. 

e. Dennis has undeniable proof that Joyboy set him up. 

 

6. Why does the parrot look so horrendous with an open casket even though the same 

problem is not an issue with other animals? 

a. The parrot was a hideous creature in the first place. 

b. Joyboy intentionally disfigured the parrot to further sabotage Dennis. 

c. Dennis does not have the luxury of having a cosmetician, so the parrot was not 

groomed properly. 

d. Parrots do not lie down and curl up naturally like other animals. 

e. None of the above 
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Answer Key  
Prompts… 

1. Aimée’s identity as a weak, fragile character is reinforced by her reliance on others to 

make her most intimate and personal decisions.  When Aimée is conflicted her response 

is to turn to the advice of people she does not know running an advice column. This trait 

is exaggerated when she makes the colossal decision to take her own life based on the 

semi-sarcastic advice of a drunken, angry Mr. Slump.  As for her mental state, Dennis 

later tells Mr. Joyboy that he never thought Aimée to be fully sane, and the trust she puts 

into the Guru Brahmin advice column goes to confirm his suspicion. 

2. Waugh depicts his characters in a very negative light.  He highlights their weaknesses, 

foolishness and vices above all of their other traits.  For that reason, he has a negative 

attitude towards his own characters.  They are, for the most part, bumbling idiots who 

come to bad ends because of the bad they do to each other.  From this, it can be surmised 

that Waugh has a relatively cynical, negative view of humanity because he underlines the 

bad parts of humanity above all other parts and puts a negative spin on life in his writing. 

3. First, it is important to note the meaning of Aimée’s named.  Her first name is a form of 

“Amy”, which means “the beloved”.  This plays into the title of the novel, and also 

suggests that the title is a double-entendre with “Loved One” not only being a reference 

to the euphemism used to describe dead people, but also referring to Aimée as a “loved 

one” because she is loved by both Dennis and Joyboy.  Additionally, it is foreshadowing 

that her name means “Loved One” because it points towards her eventual death and 

burial by the people that loved her (Dennis and Joyboy).  Thanatogenos comes from two 

words and, when put together, the words mean something along the lines of “lively 

death”.  This gives the image of just what her profession is; she makes the dead look 

lively.  The name “Joyboy” hints at the irreverence of the funeral business because it is a 

very happy name for a man with a profession that should be very solemn. 

4. Waugh brings attention to the vices and folly of people through his depiction of his 

characters and their actions.  The characters of The Loved One act primarily from a 

standpoint of self-interest.  This is shown when Waugh dramatizes the fact that funerals 

are more about aesthetics than mourning.  It is also shown when Aimée dies.  Dennis and 

Joyboy, though they profess to love her, are more interested in themselves than her after 

she dies.  Joyboy, realizing that she was his fiancée and she was found dead in his 

working area, is concerned with how it will affect his reputation.  Dennis is mostly 

concerned with leveraging Aimée’s death into money from Joyboy so that he can return 

to England first class.  Human follies are also shown in several other places.  For 

example, Sir Francis Hinsley kills himself over reputation and discusses how, as part of 

his job, he has changed the fundamental identity of an actress so that she is more 

commercially appealing. 

5. Aimée Thanatogenos’s two loves are not like a common literary battle of respect for one 

man versus true love for another. She does not have an instant love connection with 
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Dennis and does not care at all about him until she finds out that he is a poet.  

Conversely, she is instantly attracted to Joyboy because he is at the top of his profession 

but seems to show more admiration for him than love.  Joyboy is at the top of the 

profession she is in, so she cannot help but respect him.  However, she does not love him.  

She shows more “real” love for Dennis than for Joyboy, but even with Dennis, she seems 

to care about him more because he is a poet (which interests her) and less because she 

truly finds love in him. Waugh takes a pessimistic view on human love, suggesting 

through Thanatogenos that love does not have as much power as many people believe. 

6. In a literal fashion, the Happier Hunting Grounds pet cemetery tries to emulate 

Whispering Glades.  Waugh makes note that Dennis would have mentioned his work to 

establish some common ground with Aimée, but there is a complicating factor; people at 

Whispering Glades look down on the Happier Hunting Ground because they feel it makes 

a mockery of the funeral business. At the same time, the boss of the Happier Hunting 

Ground is jealous of the success of Whispering Glades.  There is something of a tension 

between the two businesses, which adds the dimension of tension to the love relationship 

between Aimée and Dennis.  Also, Joyboy tries to lower Dennis in Aimée’s eyes by 

exposing his work at the Happier Hunting Ground, which is an important plot point of the 

novel. 

Quotations… 

1. The speaker of this quote is Sir Ambrose Abercrombie, and it comes during the process 

of planning Sir Francis Hinsley’s funeral.  Dennis Barlow is charged with the 

responsibility of writing a poem in Sir Francis Hinsley’s honor.  This is significant 

because it leads to Dennis looking for inspiration for the poem by staying around 

Whispering Glades and therefore being around Aimée more. 

2. The speaker of this quote is Aimée Thanatogenos, and it comes when she is discussing 

herself and her profession to Dennis.   She used to be a beautician, but she has come to 

Whispering Glades as a cosmetician for corpses.  Her saying that she appreciates the fact 

that her clients at Whispering Glades cannot talk to her is an example of Waugh’s 

morbid, but it also reveals things about her character; she dislikes conversation, and is 

somewhat cold-blooded to say such a thing. 

3. The speaker of this quote is Joyboy.  As an embalmer, he flirts with Aimée by sending 

corpses to her fixed with gleeful smiles.  This is a morbid way of courting and it is 

somewhat humorous, but more importantly, it is a symbol of why Aimée loves Joyboy.  

He is at the top of their profession, and his influence on her in the workplace makes her 

deeply admire him. 

4. The speaker of this direct quote is Mr. Joyboy, but it is part of a story related by Aimée 

Thanatogenos which also reflects her views on the Happier Hunting Ground.  Mr. Joyboy 

is encouraging a man to act with more dignity in the funeral business because he does not 

work at the lowly Happier Hunting Ground.  This makes Dennis uncomfortable because 
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he does not want Aimée to find out that he works at the Happier Hunting Ground now 

that he knows she looks down on it, and it leads him to try to leave his job and become a 

minister. 

5. The speaker of this quote is Mr. Joyboy, and he is speaking to Aimée.  Aimée tells him 

that it is a matter of the utmost importance regarding the state of their engagement, but 

Joyboy finds it more important to stay home with his mother and her parrot.  This quote 

shows how little Joyboy actually cares about Aimée and what she has to say. 

6. This quote is from Aimée Thanatogenos, coming from her first meeting with Dennis.  

The fact that she does not even give Dennis her name shows that, at first, she is meeting 

him in a solely professional capacity and that she has no romantic interest in him 

whatsoever.  She only shows romantic interest in him later when she finds out that he is a 

poet. 

7. The speaker of this quote is Sir Francis Hinsley and it comes from one of his 

conversations with Dennis.  He is discussing his career and speaks of an actress whose 

identity he has completely changed to make her more appealing to the public.  This 

shows the folly of humanity because even Hinsley, one of the nobler characters of The 

Loved One, has fallen into the trap of obsession with image. 

8. The speaker of this quote is Aimée Thanatogenos and she is talking to Dennis about him 

having just recited yet another negative, coarse piece of poetry.  She says that she cannot 

believe he is a pastor given his view on the world.  This quote points to the fact that 

Dennis does not belong as a pastor at all and that he is only trying to raise his status in 

Aimée’s eyes. 

9. The speaker of this quote is Aimée Thanatogenos and she is telling Dennis about herself.  

Her words about being artistic and wanting to major in art not only give some 

background information on her, but also reveal some of her traits.  She admires Dennis 

because he is a poet and loves Whispering Glades because it is an “artistic place” in her 

mind.  This quote explains quite a bit about Aimée. 

10. This quote comes from Dennis Barlow when he is discussing how to dispose of Aimée’s 

body and protect Joyboy’s reputation with Joyboy.  His suggested explanation is to say 

that Aimée ran off with him, and his arrogance shows itself when he says it will be easy 

for people to believe that her good taste prevailed. More importantly, however, this 

shows his mental state regarding Aimée’s death.  He does not actually care much, and he 

willingly helps Joyboy cover up her death in return for money to return home in luxury.  

This means that Dennis is more concerned with self-interest than mourning Aimée, and 

thus shows that his relationship with her was not as deep and intimate as he had said. 

 

 

Passage #1 Multiple Choice: 
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1. B (He speaks metaphorically when saying that the Call he heard to ministry has grown 

fainter) 

a. Dennis says the things mentioned in all of the other choices, but none of the other 

choices are examples of figurative language.  It is an extension of a metaphor 

when Dennis says that his Call to ministry has grown fainter, as he never actually 

had a Call in the fashion he is speaking of.  What he actually means is that he has 

lost his motivation to be a minister. 

2. C (They feel that his presence in America harms their reputation) 

The Cricket Club is a group of British people in Hollywood, and they feel the 

burden to maintain their country’s reputation while there.  Dennis is, for all 

practical purposes, a failure to their culture and they want him to go back to 

England where he will not embarrass them.  Despite the fact that they try to say it 

is for Dennis’s wellbeing, it is actually out of consciousness of their own image 

that the Cricket Club sends Dennis back to England. 

3. A (He no longer has secular motivation to become a minister) 

Dennis never wanted to become a minister because of desire to spread religious 

word or any other religious reasons.  He only wanted to raise his status in the eyes 

of Aimée. However, now that Aimée is dead, he has no more secular reason to 

want to be a minister so he says the Call has grown fainter. 

4. E (Money) 

Dennis has no connection with America and he does not want to stay because of 

relationships he has built.  His only reason for not wanting to leave is that he has 

spent his savings on becoming a minister.  One this is fixed by the Cricket Club, 

he is free to leave. 

5. A (They always want to help their fellow countrymen out) 

This is important because Dennis goes along with it.  Dennis almost surely knows 

that he is being sent home by the Cricket Club because of their concern for their 

reputation, but Dennis, wanting the money to go home, goes along with what they 

are saying.  They lie to Dennis by saying they only wish to do the best for him 

because he is their countryman, and he says he believes them because he wants 

their money. 

6. C (Dennis’s presence is embarrassing them and they brainstorm on how to get him out of 

America) 

Waugh shows that the Cricket Club is acting out of self-interest, so it can be 

assumed that someone brought Dennis up not out of concern for him but out of 

concern for how he is affecting their image.  Reading into the text, it is clear that 

the Cricket Club is discussing how to fix its own problem and not Dennis’s 

problems. 
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Passage #2 Multiple Choice:  

1. C (Aimée Thanatogenos) 

Even without Aimée being mentioned by name in the passage, through 

understanding the characters of The Loved One it should be clear to a test-taker 

who Dennis is speaking to.  He speaks of how the disastrous funeral may have 

been sabotage from Joyboy trying to lower his image in the listener’s eyes.  

Because Dennis is battling Joyboy over the love of Aimée, it is clear that Joyboy 

would want to lower Dennis in the eyes of Aimée. 

2. B (There are open caskets at Whispering Glades so they have to do the same thing at the 

Happier Hunting Grounds) 

Even though this seems to be a reading comprehension question, it gets at a major 

theme of the novel.  The Happier Hunting Ground serves as a foil to Whispering 

Glades, and in many ways it is like a smaller version of Whispering Glades with 

pets instead of people as their “Loved Ones”.  Even though this is Dennis’s stated 

reason for wanting to have an open casket and it is not the whole truth, this is 

important to the passage and to the novel because it contributes to the relationship 

between the Happier Hunting Ground and Whispering Glades and, for that reason, 

the relationship between Dennis’s job and the job of Aimée and Joyboy. 

3. A (Joyboy dislikes Barlow because of a rivalry they are in) 

It is important to note that Joyboy is actually rather debonair and courteous; there 

are no mentions of him being rude and he is described as having a grace about 

him.  The fact that he is rude to Dennis shows that there is undoubtedly an 

antipathy between the two men and that Joyboy acts upon it. 

4. E (Aimée Thanatogenos saw the funeral and is appalled by Dennis’s work) 

It is important to the novel that Aimée looks down on the Happier Hunting 

Ground, where Dennis works.  This subplot comes to a head when Aimée 

witnesses the funeral of Joyboy’s mother’s parrot firsthand and is absolutely 

disgusted by what she sees; Dennis then must justify his profession to protect his 

image in Aimée’s eyes. 

5. B (Joyboy has a legitimate motive to have set Dennis up) 

It is actually very possible and perhaps even likely that Dennis’s suspicion of 

Joyboy having set him up is true.  Joyboy has a very legitimate motive to have 

wanted to do so because he wants to win Aimée’s love against Dennis.  Dennis 

does not have any real proof that Joyboy made him look bad intentionally, but it is 

plausible that his suspicions are correct because Joyboy has a reason to have set 

Dennis up to look bad. 

 

6. D (Parrots do not lie down and curl up naturally like other animals) 

a. This seems to be a simple reading comprehension question, but it has larger 

implications.  It is important to note that Dennis has studied the business and 
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knows that the parrot will look bad.  It is also likely that Joyboy, as an expert in 

the field of funerals in general, would be able to tell that a parrot will not look 

good on display with an open casket. This gives further validity to the theory that 

Joyboy intentionally wanted to make Dennis look bad by insisting on an open 

casket. 


